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     YPHS ANNUAL BUS TRIP

Join us for a journey back in time to the War of 1812!

Spend the day traveling through the Niagara area. Stops include: Niagara History Museum, Lundy’s Lane 
Museum, Drummond Hill Cemetery, Chippewa Battlefield Park, McFarland House and other sites. Along the
way, we will be regaled with stories of heroism and the brave men and women who defended their new homes.
Lunch will be at Betty’s Restaurant. You may choose from fish and chips, roast beef or chicken with a dessert 
and a beverage.

Date: September 15, 2012

Time of pick up 9:00 am – 9:30 at Yonge and St.Clair (Pleasant Blvd) one block south of Yonge and St.Clair

Return to Toronto 6:30 pm to Yonge and St.Clair

Cost: $70 for member/ $73 for non-members. Cheques payable to the York Pioneer and Historical Society, to 
the above PO Box address by Sept. 7.  Maximum number is 30.

RSVP to yorkpioneers@gmail.com by September 7, 2012 or to Diane Reid at (416) 483-0907.
                             For further information, please contact Diane.

http://www.yorkpioneers.org
http://www.yorkpioneers.org
mailto:yorkpioneers@gmail.com
mailto:yorkpioneers@gmail.com
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Although you may be on holiday, your hard-working board members are not!  Here are a few notes 
about the past four months:

Eversley Church: We are very pleased that the closing went smoothly and the church was sold at the 
end of June. The buyer, Walter Karabin, a master builder, is the owner of Karabin Design Build ~ a good 
fit for the heritage building. The proceeds of the sale, approximately $390,000, are in GICs until the 
board, in consultation with Society members, decides how to allocate the funds. Special thanks to the 
church committee members, Andrew Marshall, Elaine Robertson and Ken Carter, for shepherding the 
sale.

OHS Award June 9: Five of us drove to Waterloo Region Museum to attend the annual Ontario 
Historical Society lunch and awards ceremony at which we were given the Scadding Award of 
Excellence. (See p. 6 for the OHS press release.)
Thank you, Cindy Ewins, for chauffeuring Diane Reid, Kayoko Smith, Patricia Robertson & me. We 
had a very enjoyable day and it was great to meet members of other historical societies from around the 
province – and to see YPHS members Dorothy Duncan and Chris Raible at the lunch. 

Annual Dinner/Lunch June 17: This year, for the first time, we held a lunch to facilitate holding the 
event at a more reasonable cost. The event, at The Miller, was a sold-out success, with 43 of us in a 
private room. With proceeds from the book auction (thank you John Marshall!) and gift bags (thank 
you Alwyn Robertson!), the lunch broke even. It was wonderful to see many new faces this year. Thanks 
to Peter Coy and Leo Fox for their invaluable technical help with the audio-visual equipment.

OVSA Awards June 19: We are proud of our six recipients. See p. 5 for more.

Publications/Website: We have had several early submissions and the 2013 York Pioneer is nearly full 
(in July!) There is a lot of work still to be done, but we do not need to solicit articles. 
David, Kristine Janzen & Alwyn have worked on new membership forms that have a War of 1812 slant 
(for use during commemorative events). Dana King (as well as Cindy, Alwyn and me) are working to 
improve our website. Dana is the “funnel” to our web master, Owen Robinson. Contact her about typos, 
changes or anything you would like to see added.

Volunteer Toronto: The YPHS is now a member. Alwyn and Kayoko worked on a website posting 
requesting volunteers for Scadding Cabin. We hope this raises our profile. Visit the Volunteer Toronto 
site at http://www.volunteertoronto.ca/   

Program Notes: David Raymont took part in the Luminato “Encampment” at Fort York, ably assisted 
one evening by John Marshall and Diane Reid. Several Pioneers visited the very interesting site. (See p. 
7) Diane has organized yet another interesting bus trip (see front page). Diane, John, Kayoko Smith and 
Edna Rigby are finalizing many details to do with Scadding Cabin (lining up volunteers and much 
more). 

Those are just some of the months’ highlights; more goes on behind the scenes than I can list. We always 
need committee members; if any project piqued your interest and you would like to help out, let me 
know. You need not make a full-time commitment!  Call me at 416-656-0812 to discuss your involvement 
with your Society.
                                                ~ Audrey Fox

http://www.volunteertoronto.ca/
http://www.volunteertoronto.ca/


PRESERVING THE PAST FOR THE FUTURE AUGUST 2012

YPHS ANNUAL LUNCH

Some of the 43 guests who attended the sold-out YPHS lunch; 
guest speaker Richard Feltoe wears a red military jacket.
He spoke on the Red-coated Ploughboys of the War of 1812.
Alwyn Robertson Photo

Past President Elaine Robertson proposes a 
toast to the Queen at the YPHS lunch.
Audrey Fox Photo

This year, for the first time, we held a lunch because it is becoming increasingly difficult to 
organize a dinner for a reasonable price. The event, at The Miller, was a sold-out success, with 43 
of us in a private room. With proceeds from the book auction (thank you John Marshall!) and 
gift bags (thank you Alwyn Robertson!), the lunch broke even. It was wonderful to see many 
new faces this year. Thanks to Peter Coy and Leo Fox for their invaluable technical help with the 
audio-visual equipment.

The YPHS gratefully acknowledges the financial support of the Government of Ontario 

through the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS     VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Linda Kelly

East Gwillimbury Historical Society 
(Subscriber)

Volunteers are needed at Scadding Cabin
 during the CNE - August 17 - September 2. 
Shifts are: 12 noon to 4:00 p.m. or 4:00 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m.

Please contact Edna Rigby (416-494-0503 ) 
or Kayoko Smith (416-488-7863) for details 
at yorkpioneers@gmail.com.
Or www.volunteertoronto.ca

mailto:yorkpioneers@gmail.com
mailto:yorkpioneers@gmail.com
http://www.volunteertoronto.ca/
http://www.volunteertoronto.ca/
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YPHS NEWS

Pat Robertson with the very first York Pioneer Award certificate; it 
was presented to Michael Anastasakis of Fern Middle School.        
A. Fox Photo

From the OHFA website http://www.ohhfa.ca:  

  “The York Pioneer and Historical Society wishes to 
present an award known as The York Pioneers’ Award 
to a student who has completed a project based on an 
historic theme for an Ontario Heritage Fair. The subject 
of the activity should concern a person, place, occasion 
or object within the original boundaries of York 
Township: from Hwy 50 in the west, to the Township of 
Georgina in the north, and to the eastern edges of the 
Townships of Markham, Whitchurch - Stouffville and 
East Gwillimbury. The award will consist of a framed 
certificate and several family passes to historic sites 
within these boundaries.”

York Pioneer Books Online by David Raymont

Reading the latest books and magazines using a Kindle, Tablet or other e-reader is still a novelty.  

However, archivists and historians are already using the Internet to share access to old and rare publications, 
especially those whose copyright has expired.  That means some of the writings of early members of the York 
Pioneers are available online at no cost!

For example, the Rev. Henry Scadding’s Toronto of Old can be found through Project Gutenberg.  Check out: 
www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/35225   

The Reverend John Carroll’s vivid memories a childhood in York after the War of 1812, My Boy Life, is also 
available online. Find it here http://archive.org/details/myboylife00carruoft or look for it in the Kobo Books 
collection www.kobobooks.com 

Samuel Thompson’s Reminiscences of a Canadian Pioneer is also available: www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/35586  

Now you can read some of the classics written by York Pioneers without having to visit the rare book section of a 
major library.  What a great way for more people to learn about the stories of York and Toronto!

YPHS Awards First Three Certificates
The YPHS joined the Ontario Heritage Fair Association 
(OHFA) in 2012. To encourage students (and their 
families) to learn more about history and heritage and our 
Society, the YPHS gives an award at the Toronto West 
regional fair. The very first award was presented to Michael
Anastasakis of Fern Middle School for “ The Great Fire of 
Toronto”.

The OHFA also chose “Weston: The Lost Gem of Canada” 
as a 2012 winner; Jaedon Wyndham and Tharuka 
Ekanayake of John G. Althouse Middle School also 
received our inaugural year award.
Special thanks to board members Pat & Alwyn Robertson 
for their work on this project.

YPHS BOOKS ONLINE

http://www.ohhfa.ca
http://www.ohhfa.ca
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/35225
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/35225
http://archive.org/details/myboylife00carruoft
http://archive.org/details/myboylife00carruoft
http://www.kobobooks.com
http://www.kobobooks.com
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/35586
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/35586
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YPHS NEWS

Ontario Volunteer Service Awards

Six of our members were honoured with Ontario Volunteer Service Awards at the newly-renovated Art Deco Arcadian 
(see more below) on June 19. President Audrey Fox nominated the six (the annual maximum permitted by any one 
group) hard-working York Pioneers: Patricia Robertson, Edna Rigby and Diane Reid (15 years each), and Brooke 
Jarvis, John Marshall and Jeanine Avigdor (25 years each). The ceremony was followed by a reception.

Arcadian Court description from the Toronto Star, April 20, 2012
It was lit by grand windows overlooking Bay Street and four monumental chandeliers of Sabino glass that now adorn the lobby of an 
office building in Manhattan.
Shoppers dined in style at the two-story Arcadian Court, opened in Simpson’s on March 11, 1929, at the dawn of the Great Depression. It 
was the largest retail restaurant of its time, an Art Deco masterpiece. It seated 1,000, so large that the first event was an auto show.
“It was completely over the top, intended for the carriage trade,” says Joan Murray, HBC’s corporate historian. The Bay bought 
Simpson’s in 1978.
The latest Arcadian Court renovation, revealed Friday afternoon after more than a year of work, is the fourth since 1929. The Arcadian, 
as it is now  called, is no longer open to shoppers on a daily basis. The renovated space is now  an events venue operated by Oliver and 
Bonacini Restaurants and The Bay.

Left to right: YPHS President Audrey Fox stands behind the 
six recipients of Ontario Volunteer Service Awards, left to 
right: Jeanine Avigdor (25 years); Diane Reid (15), Brooke 
Jarvis (25), John Marshall (25), Edna Rigby (15) and 
Patricia Robertson (15)
Alwyn Robertson Photo

Alwyn Robertson (fourth from left) with VSA 
recipients Brooke Jarvis, Diane Reid, John 
Marshall and Alwyn's mom, Patricia Robertson
Audrey Fox Photo
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ONTARIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

	   	   Ontario Historical Society Honours Affiliated Society for Excellence
 	
 	
 Presented as part of the 2012 – A Year of History Conference,
       	
 	
 June 9, 2012 Waterloo Region Museum, Kitchener 

In 1967, The Ontario Historical Society (OHS) established an Awards Programme to honour individuals, 
organizations, corporations and authors who have contributed significantly to the preservation and promotion of 
Ontario’s heritage. 
Dr. Ian Radforth, Chair of the Honours and Awards 
Committee of the OHS, is pleased to announce that the 
2011 Scadding Award of Excellence, recognizing a 
historical society or heritage group that has made an 
outstanding contribution to the field of history, is awarded 
to the York Pioneer and Historical Society (YPHS). 
Since 1869, the YPHS has been devoted to the 
conservation, stewardship and promotion of history in what 
is today York Region. It is the oldest historical society in 
Ontario and is believed to be the second oldest in Canada, 
whose founding members include Richard Oates, Richard 
L. Denison and the Rev. Henry Scadding, after whom this 
award is named. 
Pictured on June 9, 2012 (from left): Linda Kelly, Chair, 
OHS Affiliated Societies Committee; Dr. Ian Radforth, 
Chair, OHS Honours and Awards Committee; and Audrey 
Fox, President, York Pioneer and Historical Society, the 
2011 recipients of the OHS Scadding Award of Excellence. 
The YPHS has had a long association with the OHS. It is one of the founding member organizations that 
established the OHS in 1888. 
Within a few short years after its establishment, the YPHS mobilized to save the Scadding Cabin, circa 1794, from 
demolition, certainly the first organized effort to conserve built heritage in Toronto. The building was relocated to 
the National Exhibition grounds in 1879 and is still owned and operated by the YPHS to this day. 
The group didn’t stop with that successful effort. In 1917, the derelict Sharon Temple in Sharon was purchased and 
restored by the YPHS. It was opened as a museum in 1918. It is now a National Historic Site and continues to 
operate as a museum and historic site. 
YPHS was also instrumental in the lengthy campaign to preserve historic Fort York on its original site. 
Over the years, the YPHS has made several important donations to major Canadian museums and archives. It also 
established a plaques and cairn program, published several books, and has produced, since 1904, a popular annual 
journal, The York Pioneer. 
The York and Pioneer Historical Society is a truly worthy, and quite frankly long overdue, candidate for the 2011 
OHS Scadding Award of Excellence. 
Founded in 1888, The Ontario Historical Society is a non-profit corporation and registered charity dedicated to 
increasing an appreciation of Ontario’s history and preserving its heritage for people of all ages and cultural 
backgrounds. To learn more about the OHS’ Honours and Awards or to submit a nomination, please visit 
www.ontariohistoricalsociety.ca or contact the Society’s offices by telephone or e-mail. 

Below is the press release, in its entirety, sent out by the Ontario 
Historical Society re. the YPHS receiving the Scadding Award of 
Excellence. The framed certificate is now in our archives.

Photo Andrea Izzo 

http://www.ontariohistoricalsociety.ca
http://www.ontariohistoricalsociety.ca
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COMMEMORATING THE WAR OF 1812: LUMINATO

York Pioneers played their part during the kick-off of the City of Toronto’s commemoration of the War of 1812.  
Board member David Raymont provided advice to organizers of The Encampment, an artistic portrayal of 200 people 
whose lives were touched by the War.

He also participated in The Encampment, preparing displays about former York Pioneer William Roe and St. Jean 
Baptiste Rousseaux.

Luminato, Toronto’s annual spring festival of the arts, invited the York Pioneers to come to Fort York June 10 to 
share with visitors stories about the War, the Scadding Cabin and the lives of women in the early 1800s.   Period 
music was provided by Dan Mock and James McKie.

Fort York June 10, 2012
John Marshall (left) andDiane Reid, in circa 1812 costume, listen to 
David Raymont’s presentation. The model of Scadding Cabin is on 
the table.

Encampment
Alwyn Robertson photo

Interior of tent #49 with the 
treasure Wm Roe spirited away

Robert Vander Berg, a six-year volunteer with Luminato, 
with his wife & two daughters, checking out "Scadding 

Junior”, our model cabin.

Audrey Fox Photos
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FROM THE YPHS ARCHIVES BY JOHN MARSHALL, ARCHIVIST

In the 1950s the Canadian National Exhibition drew huge crowds, far larger than we see today. Many of 
those fair-goers found their way to Scadding Cabin, which was less isolated at the time. In her report for 1955, 
Scadding convenor Elaine Bassingthwaighte mentions an astonishing 39,317 visitors! “On some days more 
than 5,000 people visited the Cabin. Ideally, such crowds are not altogether satisfactory, for it is impossible to 
give interested visitors as much information as they desire, but on the other hand it is gratifying to know our 
cabin stimulates so much general interest, and that each year it is being brought to the attention of a widening 
circle of visitors.”

New that year was the stone fireplace and mantel, a period reproduction designed by YPHS member B. 
Napier Simpson Jr., who was a prominent restoration architect. We have the original blueprints in the 
archives.

“Free beer?”
Visitors line up at Scadding Cabin, 1955
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SHARON TEMPLE NEWS AND EVENTS                                            OTHER SOCIETY EVENTS

Support Sharon Temple and you could win a free trip to 
Dublin!

Sharon National Historic Site is offering another travel raffle 
– this time with a prize of airfare to Dublin, Ireland with six 
night’s accommodation at the Four Seasons Hotel.  Visit 
www.sharontemple.ca  or call 905 478 2389 for details.

The play’s the thing at Sharon – and it includes York 
Pioneers

August 12, 19, and 26, you can catch a performance of the 
interactive play Hope Eternal at the Sharon Temple.  The 
play allows you to participate in key moments in the 
development of The Children of Peace, the construction of 
the temple and its preservation by the York Pioneer and 
Historical Society.

Visit www.sharontemple.ca for details.

Descendants’ Day at Sharon Temple

Two YPHS members will staff a table during the August 4 Descendants' Day at Sharon Temple; Jeanine Avigdor 

and Diane Reid are both descendants of the Children of Peace, builders of the temple. Both descend from the same 

GGG grandfather, William Reid - Jeanine from William's daughter Sarah, and Diane from William’s son Willson.

P.O. Box 45026, 
2482 Yonge Street, 

Toronto, ON M4P 3E3 

Several societies within our area are working 
together on the free exhibit “Sowing Seeds of 
Heritage” at the Aurora Room Gallery, 22 
Church Street, Aurora.  See flyer above for 
details.

http://www.sharontemple.ca
http://www.sharontemple.ca
http://www.sharontemple.ca
http://www.sharontemple.ca
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BOOK REVIEW

The Grubb Pioneers of Etobicoke (Third Edition)

By Michael Ewart FitzGerald

Toronto: Pro Familia Publishing, 2011
Paperback, 193 pp.

Review by John Marshall

This book is more than the story of one family; it is the story of a community.

John and Janet (Bain) Grubb arrived in the Town of York from Edinburgh with eight of their nine children in 
1833. Their oldest son, William, had arrived the previous year with John’s brother. John immediately acquired 
approximately 150 acres in Etobicoke Township and built a house, Elm Bank, on a rise of land overlooking the 
Humber River. He established the village of St. Andrew’s, later Thistletown, and he was one of the first builders of 
plank roads in the district, founding the Weston Plank Road Co. in 1841. From 1842 to 1844 he served as District 
Councillor for Etobicoke, and in 1844 became a Magistrate of the Home District. He died in 1850.

Among John and Janet’s many descendants, the first to record the family’s history was Talbot Page Grubbe 
(1882-1965), President of the York Pioneer and Historical Society from 1946 to 1949. His daughter, Janet Ewart 
FitzGerald (1918-2006), also a York Pioneer, expanded on her father’s research and published the first edition of 
The Grubb Pioneers of Etobicoke in 1987. A more detailed second edition was produced in 2001, and now Janet’s son 
Michael has further expanded the work with this third edition. (Michael has continued the family tradition of 
membership in the YPHS.)

The book begins with the requisite genealogical charts, followed by Talbot Grubbe’s original narrative, and two 
sections of family letters. There are several appendices, including a sampling of cases from John Grubb’s 1844 legal 
ledgers, reminiscences of family members, obituaries, and excerpts from other books and articles. The family letters, 
in particular, give one a sense of pioneer life in Etobicoke, and photographs throughout the book bring the stories to 
life.

There are also sections on the Grubb houses, the aforementioned Elm Bank, and Brae Burn. Both houses, 
constructed of local stone, are fine examples of the Regency style. Elm Bank, built in 1833, was attached to an 
existing house which had been built prior to 1820. Later separated into two houses, Elm Bank passed out of the 
family for several years until the property was repurchased by Talbot Grubbe’s widow in 1972. The houses were 
acquired by Michael FitzGerald in 1984 and 2002. Brae Burn, built c. 1848 by John Grubb for his son Andrew, was 
dismantled in 1963 and moved to Black Creek Pioneer Village, where it served as the Superintendent’s residence 
until 2000. It is now the headquarters of the Urban Farm Project.

The Grubb Pioneers of Etobicoke is available from the author for $20.00 + S. & H. Michael can be contacted at 
efitz@sympatico.ca or 19 Jason Road, Etobicoke, M9V 1C5.

The York Pioneer and Historical Society

mailto:efitz@sympatico.ca
mailto:efitz@sympatico.ca

