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The 2016 annual meeting featured a panel - 
Catherine Nasmith, Rob Leverty and York 
Pioneer George Duncan enthralled York 
Pioneers with their thoughts on heritage 
policy and programs. 
 
We needed three voices this year because 
the Ontario Government has challenged the 
heritage community with a big issue – a 
redesign of the government’s policy for 
promoting culture, arts, sports and heritage.   
 
Each of the panellists provided their keen 
insight in the state of heritage funding in 
Ontario, and the vital importance of 
maintaining these grants to allow local 
volunteer groups to carry on the vital work 
they do in preserving and promoting local 
heritage. 
 
At the request of Rob Leverty, your new 
executive joined with other heritage groups 
to write a letter of concern about the 
Ontario Government's policy review.  For 
more details, please see pages 4 and 5. 

 

 
  
 At the 2016 AGM, member Gerald Lee poses with 

the York Pioneer flag and bell.  Photo: Sue Roden 

 

Join us for the Launch 
of the 2016 York Pioneer 

 

Thursday, May 12th from 7pm to 9pm 
24 Dinnick Avenue, Toronto 

 

RSVP at yorkpioneers@gmail.com 
or phone Audrey Fox at (416) 656-0812 
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Preserving the Past Matters! 
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At the Annual General Meeting 
 

 
   
Seven presidents of the York Pioneers gather at the Annual General Meeting.  From left to right, David 
Raymont, Audrey Fox, Diane Reid, Paul Litt, John Marshall, Patricia Robertson, and George Duncan.  
Photo: Sue Roden 

 

 

 

 
   
York Pioneers listen to the speakers at the AGM.  
Photo: Audrey Fox. 

 YPHS board member Kayoko Smith with Corrine 
Brown.  Photo: Sue Roden 
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Launch of the 2016 York Pioneer 
 

Date: Thursday, May 12th 
Time: 7pm to 9pm 

Location: 24 Dinnick Ave., 
Toronto, ON 

 
Space is Limited 

 
To Secure your Place 
RSVP to the YPHS at: 

yorkpioneers@gmail.com 
or phone Audrey Fox at 

(416) 656-0812 

 The launch of the 2016 edition of the York Pioneer 
will be held at 24 Dinnick Crescent, the home of 
Jane Somerville and Dr. David Caspari.  It was built 
in the Tudor Revival style just before the First 
World War, and was first inhabited by the family of 
Alphonse F. Jones, an insurance agent with Jones 
and Proctor Bros.  The dwelling subsequently 
passed through several owners before it was 
purchased by the present owners as a derelict in 
1982.  In the neighbourhood, it was called "the 
haunted house" complete with a Jaguar and a pink 
refrigerator in the back yard and several 
generations of racoons in the attic.  Subsequent 
renovations retained many original features, 
including on the outside two chimneys and the 
wrought iron supports and clay tiles on the front 
porch, while inside the original floor plan, wooden 
floors, an Inglenook, and a banister have been 
preserved.  The house is featured on page 27 and 28 
of the Historical Walking Tour of Lawrence Park. 

 

 

 

 
The front entrance to 24 Dinnick Avenue. Photo: 
Audrey Fox 

 The original wood bannister, carved with 
the Mackintosh Rose.  Photo: Audrey Fox 
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York Pioneers and Heritage Preservation 
 

At the Annual General Meeting, three speakers addressed the role of the provincial government in 
preserving built heritage in Ontario.  Catherine Nasmith is an architect and a tireless advocate for the 
preservation of old buildings and neighbourhoods.  She played a leading part in bringing the “Doors 
Open” celebration of architecture from the British Isles to Ontario.  Catherine presented a slide show to 
the annual meeting prepared by the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario.  The Conservancy replied 
to the government’s challenge by asking the government for a review focused directly on the 
province’s support of heritage conservation of buildings and neighbourhoods.   
 
This point was amplified by Rob Leverty, executive director of the Ontario Historical Society.  Rob 
noted that much of the work of promoting local heritage is conducted by small groups of volunteers, 
neighbourhood groups and museums.  Their work is hampered by limited funds, and in recent years, 
provincial government support to these groups through the Heritage Development Grant has been cut.  
Rob said the government must understand that this grant is vital, not only for the funds provided but 
also for the recognition that this support means to strengthen local fundraising drives. 
 
George Duncan, a past president of the York Pioneers, and a planner with the City of Markham, 
pointed out the importance of having all groups in the community – government, developers and 
individual owners – working together to create a positive environment for the conservation of 
individual buildings and neighbourhoods. 
 
Rob asked the York Pioneers to join with other heritage groups to write a letter of concern about the 
Ontario Government’s policy review, and your new executive sent a letter (see page 5) to Rob and the 
Ontario Historical Society.  The effort appears to have had the desired impact.  In February, during 
Heritage Week, the ACO, the OHS and other groups met with politicians at Queen’s Park to raise 
awareness of their concerns about heritage policy.  Both Catherine and Rob reported that these 
meetings resulted in numerous promises to maintain funding to heritage groups, and a recognition of 
the hard work of volunteers to promote an understanding of the province’s history. 
   

 

 

 

 
A founding member of the Friends of Fort York and a 
key player in the group that brought Doors Open to 
Canada, architect Catherine Nasmith publishes Built 
Heritage News, an online newsletter about 
preservation in Ontario with a circulation of several 
hundred.  Photo: Sue Roden 

  

 Former YPHS president George Duncan 
with his newest book, Historic Unionville.  
Photo: Sue Roden 
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The YPHS Letter on the Ontario Government 
and Heritage Preservation 

 
 

Dear Mr. Leverty, 
 
The York Pioneer & Historical Society (YPHS), Ontario’s oldest heritage organization, is a volunteer-led 
organization that relies heavily on donations of cash and in-kind contributions.  Our Society relies on the Heritage 
Development Grant to support our efforts – and enable us to envision further outreach.  The Ontario government’s 
plan to review its cultural and heritage strategy is an excellent opportunity to remind everyone of the importance 
of this grant, and to encourage the province to return the grant to its former levels of funding. 
 
The YPHS relies on the Heritage Development Grant for the ongoing maintenance of the 1794 Scadding Cabin. As 
well as being Toronto’s oldest house, Scadding Cabin is also the longest-operating museum in Toronto; it 
welcomed more than 5,000 visitors in 2015. In 2014, we put a new roof on the cabin; in 2016 we intend to coat the 
exterior with a zinc preservative, upgrade the electrical wiring, update the front door locks and improve overall 
security. 
 
The grant has also enabled us to host speakers and performers at the Scadding Cabin – such as representatives of 
the Mississaugas of the New Credit, classical flautist Jamie Thompson to play music from Ely Playter’s early 1800s 
diary, and performances by leading roots musicians such as Chris Coole, Frank Evans, Kristine Schmitt and 
Hannah Shira Naiman.  In the coming months, the York Pioneers will rely on the grant to:  
 
● Edit, annotate, print and distribute the unpublished political memoirs of Sir William Howland, a Father of 
Confederation and Ontario’s second Lieutenant Governor, to mark Canada’s 150th birthday in 2017. 
● Contribute to the rent of our office and storage space at Trinity-St. Paul’s Centre in Toronto; this will enable us to 
safely store and repair artifacts, and organize engaging events for our members and the neighbourhood (a recent 
example was the presentation given on the origins of the name of Toronto’s Harbord Street). 
● Develop joint activities with the Native Mens Residence; their drummers appeared at Scadding Cabin in August 
2015. 
● Host a citizenship ceremony in partnership with Trinity-St. Paul’s United Church in 2017, at which descendants 
of the founding families of Toronto and representatives of First Nations communities will welcome newcomers to 
Canada. 
● Digitize records, including oral records, which will be posted online, freely available to researchers and the 
Canadian public. 
● Continue publishing The York Pioneer, the only publication dedicated to stories that celebrate the people and 
events of the Greater Toronto Area and York Region.    
● Re-design our website to ensure it is attractive, easy to navigate and able to host digitized documents and 
recordings. 
 
Like the Ontario Historical Society, the YPHS shares your commitment to community leadership of heritage 
preservation. At the same time, the YPHS recognize that the support of the Province is vital – not only its financial 
support but the acknowledgement that comes when the Ontario Government applauds efforts to promote greater 
awareness of heritage. 
 
An understanding of heritage is a major pillar that supports the open and respectful society we enjoy today, and 
ensures that these values continue to be shared and celebrated. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
David Raymont, President 
York Pioneer & Historical Society 
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the York Pioneer & Historical Society 
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From the Archives: Charles Big Canoe 
 
By John Marshall 
 
The YPHS has always been a very inclusive organization, electing several black members in its early 
years and inviting women to join long before many similar groups. Another example of inclusiveness 
was the membership of Charles Big Canoe, Chief of the Chippewas of Georgina Island. 
 
Charles Big Canoe (“Keche Chemon”) was born on Snake Island, Lake Simcoe, in 1834, and served as 
Chief of the Georgina Island band for 30 years, earning wide respect throughout the area.  He joined the 
York Pioneers as a Life Member in 1920, and spoke at a meeting at Sharon Temple later that year. He died 
in 1930 at the age of 96.  In the 1920s the YPHS acquired one of his traditional leather shirts. It was 
returned to his descendants by the Sharon Temple Museum Society at a repatriation ceremony in 2013. 
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Meet the Executive 
 

 
   
Newly-elected YPHS treasurer Lili Bozhkova is flanked by Rob Leverty (left), Executive Director of the 
Ontario Historical Society, and YPHS member Glenn Bonnetta.  Photo:  

   

 

 

 
  

Corresponding Secretary Nick Burton with long-
time member Bob Roden.  Photo: Sue Roden 

 New member-at-large Benyamin Gorgan.  
Photo: Sue Roden 
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YPHS Event with Councillor Norm Kelly 
 
By Gerry Lee 
 
In the acknowledgments to Pierre Berton's railway books The National Dream and The Last Spike, Berton 
gave credit to his researcher (1966-69) Norman Kelly.  Whatever became of that guy, Norman Kelly MA, a 
history teacher at Upper Canada College? 
 
That guy turns out to be the long-time Toronto city councillor and deputy mayor, who on April 21st 
spoke to the York Pioneer & Historical Society about his recollections of working with Pierre Berton. 
While researching his own graduate studies material he heard that Berton was looking for research 
assistance. After a general look at what resources were available, Kelley agreed, at $100 per week. He 
discovered that there were two stories, and it was a two year project that involved travelling the CPR 
route and reading contemporary newspapers. He also contributed to the factual editing of the first book 
The National Dream. Michael Bliss was also a history academic with Kelly, and assisted editing the 
second book The Last Spike.  Subsequently the CBC created a dramatic series based on the books, and 
afterwards Kelly was given a Governor General's Award for his scholarly research. 
 
The respect he earned for this work supported a career at Upper Canada College and then North York 
Board of Education.  Although Pierre Berton was invited to become a candidate for Parliamentary 
elections, it was Kelly who was elected to the House of Commons in 1980, and subsequently who served 
on Scarborough City Council and Toronto City Council.  Kelly's current notoriety as supporter of the 
musician Drake has generated interviews with American journalists.  His explanation of the Canadian 
success in building a multicultural society was based on the inherited respect for all peoples as 
experienced in the British Commonwealth. 
 
Norman Kelly has been a bridge from the original success in the creation of the Canadian nation to our 
continuing growth in the present. 
 

 

 
Don’t Forget to 

Renew Your 
Membership! 

 

The 2016 membership year began on January 
1st.  Please renew in order to receive your 2016 
York Pioneer in May.  You can renew by: 
● Going to the YPHS website: 
www.yorkpioneers.org/membership.html 
● Bringing a cheque or cash to the launch of 
the York Pioneer on May 12th 
● Mailing your cheque to P.O. Box 45026, 2482 
Yonge Street, Toronto, Ontario 
 

Single: $20 / Family: $25 
Toronto Councillor Norm Kelly (right) with YPHS 
President David Raymont.  Photo: Liam Peppiatt 

 
 

 

The YPHS gratefully acknowledges the financial support of the Government of 

Ontario through the Ministry of Tourism, Culture, and Sport. 

 

http://www.yorkpioneers.org/membership.html

