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The Annual General Meeting of the York 
Pioneers and Historical Society was held on 
January 25th, 2015 at the John Mackenzie 
House, home of the Ontario Historical Society 
(OHS).  After a warm welcome from the OHS, 
the formal business of the meeting was 
conducted, including electing the officers and 
board of directors for 2015 and appointing a 
reviewing accountant.  Afterwards, members 
were regaled by stories from Maureen 
Jennings, the acclaimed author of the 
Detective Murdoch mysteries.  She spoke of 
her experiences during the filming of the  
Murdoch Mysteries series, some of the material 
she used in writing the novels, and recent 
research trips to the British Isles.  On behalf of 
the YPHS, David Raymont, the newly-elected 
president, thanked Maureen for sharing her 
stories. 
 
For more from the AGM, please see page 4. 

Author Maureen Jennings shows an old photograph 
that inspired her most famous character, Detective 
William Murdoch.  She noted, however, that producers 
vetoed a moustache for the television adaption of her 
novels.  Photo: Audrey Fox 
 

Launch of the York Pioneer 
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Join us as we celebrate the launch of the 2015 York Pioneer on 
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the contributors to this year’s volume and the editorial 
committee who put the journal together.  The venue for the 
event is the historic residence of Elm Bank (19 Jason Road, 
Etobicoke), constructed in 1834 and the home of YPHS 
member Michael FitzGerald.  Space is limited, so please RSVP 
as soon as possible by email to yorkpioneers@gmail.com or by 
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Celebrating Patricia Robertson 
 
At our January Annual General Meeting, Patricia Robertson was made an Honorary Life Member and 
presented with a colourful replica membership certificate by newly--elected President David Raymont.  
 
Born and raised in Toronto, Pat is a true York Pioneer whose ancestors settled in York almost 200 years 
ago.  She served 19 years (since 1996) on the Board of the YPHS as Secretary (both recording and 
corresponding), Vice President and then President (1998--2000), as well as eight years as Treasurer.   
 
She made an enduring impact on the city as President when she saw to the posting of a plaque at the 
location of the former “Blue School”, at the corner of King Street East and George.   
 
She has been an enthusiastic volunteer at the Scadding Cabin, engaging visitors and enthralling them 
with her knowledge of the city’s past.  
 
On different executive committees, Pat has given thousands of hours to our Society – hours for which we 
are grateful and appreciative. 
 
Hard-working and exacting, Pat holds not only others but herself to very high standards – that includes 
grammatical standards, making her a very valuable member of the editorial committee. Although retired 
from the board, Pat is remaining on the editorial committee to ensure our grammatical correctness. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

You are Invited to the Launch of the 

An emotional Patricia Robertson thanks the YPHS for her Honorary Life Membership certificate 

presented upon her retirement after 19 years on the YPHS board. Looking on (l-r): new President David 

Raymont, former presidents George Duncan and John Marshall, Past-President Audrey Fox and former 

president Paul Litt.  Photo: Sue Roden 



PRESERVING THE PAST FOR THE FUTURE APRIL 2015 

 

YORK PIONEER AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY PAGE 3 

 

2015 York Pioneer! 
 

Saturday, May 9th, 2015 
19 Jason Road, Etobicoke 

2pm to 4pm 

 The YPHS Board thanks long-time member 
Michael FitzGerald for his generosity in opening 
his 1834 home, Elm Bank, to our members.  This 
is an exciting opportunity for us to visit one of 
Toronto’s oldest buildings in a lovely setting on 
the west branch of the Humber River. 
 
Our gathering will be primarily outside, partially 
sheltered by a covered verandah; please dress for 
the weather and bring brollies if rain threatens. 
 
Because this venue is a private home, there is a 
limit to the number of guests.  We urge you to 
RSVP as soon as possible. 
 
Although some parking is available along Jason 
Road (be careful not to block any driveways), we 
urge you to car pool if possible.  From downtown 
Toronto, allow 45 minutes to reach Jason Road. 

 
Light Refreshments (coffee, juice, cookies) 

will be served. 

 
Schedule  

2:00 
Gather on south-facing 
verandah 

2:15 
Welcome and Introductions by 
President David Raymont 

2:20 
Introduction of Authors and 
Editorial Committee Members 
by Audrey Fox 

2:30 
Tour of the Ground Floor of 
Elm Bank, led by Michael 
FitzGerald 

  

RSVP (essential this year) to the YPHS at yorkpioneers@gmail.com 
or phone Audrey at (416) 656-0812. 

  

 

Elm Bank in the early 
1880s; William Grubb[e] 
and his wife Mary standing 
southwest of the family’s 
property. 
 
William’s father, John, built 
Elm Bank, the house at the 
right, in 1834 (the launch 
venue).  The earlier house 
on the left, now 23 Jason 
Road, already existed when 
the Grubbs purchased the 
property. 
 
Photo: Courtesy of Michael 
FitzGerald 
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More from the Annual General Meeting 
 
 

 

 

 
Under the approving gaze of Sarah 
Curzon, Heather Anderson 
welcomes the YPHS to the John 
Mackenzie House on behalf of the 
Ontario Historical Society.  Photo: 
Sue Roden 

 Maureen Jennings (r) receives a collection of Punch cartoons 
published in the 1940s from President David Raymont as 
thanks on behalf of the YPHS.  Photo: Audrey Fox 

      

 

 

 
Patricia Robertson ( c) with her Honorary Life Membership 
certificate, flanked by Past President Audrey Fox (l) and President 
David Raymont.  Photo: Alwyn Robertson 

Newly-pinned YPHS President 
David Raymont.  Photo: Audrey 
Fox 
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Margaret Machell 
 
By John Marshall 
 
Margaret Schuyler Machell, a long-time life member and former board member, died at Belmont House 
on February 18 in her 96th year. 
 
Born in Toronto, Margaret was descended from a prominent Ontario family and a prominent New York 
State family. The Machells were among the first settlers of the town of Aurora, which was originally 
known as Machell’s Corners. Her mother’s family, the Schuylers (pronounced Skyler), were from Albany, 
New York, where the 1762 Schuyler Mansion is a state museum. 
 
Margaret began her career at the Art Gallery of Toronto (now the AGO) as a switchboard operator in the 
1930s. She moved up through several positions, eventually becoming Keeper of the Grange in the late 
1960s. She was project coordinator for the major restoration of the house by architect Peter John Stokes 
and social historian/interior designer Jeanne Minhinnick, completed in 1973. 
 
As a volunteer, Margaret served many organizations. She was a Girl Guide leader for many years; a long-
time board member of the Ontario Historical Society, and chair of its Centennial Committee in 1988; and 
a founding member and board member of the Ontario Museums Association.  A member of the YPHS 
since 1987, Margaret was on the board for 14 years. She started as Programme Chair in 1989, and also 
played a major role in negotiations to transfer Sharon Temple to the Sharon Temple Museum Society in 
1990-91. She then served as our Society’s first representative on the STMS board. Margaret was also a 
member of the Toronto Ladies’ Club. When it closed in the late 1990s, the remaining members were 
offered membership in the venerable York Club, which Margaret accepted. She sponsored a memorable 
YPHS Annual Dinner at the club in 2000. 
 
Margaret’s house on Elwood Boulevard was filled with many interesting things from her extensive 
travels and her long association with the AGO. The writer once asked her if she knew the subject location 
of a small A.Y. Jackson oil hanging in her living room. She took the painting down to display the 
information on the back. She had watched him paint it, and when he was finished he inscribed it to 
Margaret and gave it to her. 
 
Margaret was, at times, a force to be reckoned with, and she did not suffer fools gladly. However, to 
balance her no-nonsense approach to administrative matters, she displayed a warm and friendly 
personality which is greatly missed. 
 
We extend sympathy to her surviving sisters and her many nieces and nephews. 
 
 
  

 

Margaret with Past 
President Paul 
Willoughby at 
Sharon Temple, June 
4, 1989.  Photo: John 
Marshall 
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From the Archives: The Society in 1915 
 
By John Marshall 
 
In this issue, a few notes on the York Pioneer and Historical Society as it was one hundred years ago, 
taken from the 1915 Annual Report. Some information pertains to the previous year. 
 
Cabbagetown denizen Daniel Lamb, President since 1909, resigned early in 1915 owing to ill-health. He 
was replaced by William Crocker of 490 Jarvis Street, whose father James Crocker was an early member 
of the Society. 
 
The Society boasted 926 members, up from the previous year despite the loss of 35 members, 14 of whom 
had died. One of the deceased was Major George M. Higginbotham, who died in France as part of the 
first Canadian contingent in the war. Another member fighting overseas was Lt. Col. Robert Rennie. The 
Secretary opined that doubtless others would have been willing to serve King and Country, “but owing 
to the advanced age of nearly all of our members, they can only offer their services for duty in the ‘Home 
Guard’”. 
 
The Secretary’s Report includes an eloquent letter of thanks from Mercedes Oates following her election 
as an Honorary Member in January, 1915. Miss Oates was the daughter of the Society’s founder, Richard 
Oates. 
 
The Secretary’s Report also includes a reminder to members that the deadline to appear in the Society’s 
new group photograph was fast approaching. They were instructed to call upon photographer T.J. 
Leatherdale in his studio at 352 ½ Yonge Street “at once; do not delay; do it today.” (It turned out to be 
the largest of the group pictures ever taken – over 380 members. We have three copies in the archives.) 
 
Disbursements in the Treasurer’s Statement include Telephone ($30), Secretary’s Allowance ($165 – don’t 
tell Bob or Nick!), Flag Attendant ($10), and Grant to the Patriotic Fund ($50). The balance on hand was 
$1,331.54. 
 
Addresses in 1914 included “100th Anniversary of Lundy’s 
Lane” by Robert Hazelton; “Trip Down the St. Lawrence” by 
Alex E. Wheeler; “Personal Reminiscences” by Fenian Raid 
veteran Capt. Fahey; and “British Warriers – First” by Dr. 
James L. Hughes, who had been in Europe at the outbreak of 
the current war. There is a list of ten upcoming talks for 1915, 
including “Municipal Government in Twenty Years” by 
former Mayor H.C. Hocken; “Early History of North York” by 
Robert W. Doan; “A Phase of Art” by F. McGillivray Knowles, 
R.C.A.; and “Beginning of Toronto University” by Rev. 
Nathaniel Burwash, D.D. 
 
The Annual Social Evening in 1914 was cancelled, but the 
Annual Dinner at the Exhibition Grounds was held as usual, 
although attendance was affected by inclement weather. 
 
Large full-colour membership certificates were offered to all 
members free of charge; the official badge, however, cost 50c. 

 

 
 President William Crocker, Esq. 
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At the Cabin 
 

Society News 

 

  
The family of Honorary Life 
Member Jean McFall sent a 
heartfelt thank you to the Society 
for the donation made to the 
Toronto Library Foundation in 
Jean’s memory. Jean died in June 
2014.  
 
Ruth Haines, treasurer of the 
Sharon Burying Ground 
Association, has informed the 
board that the first $4,000 of the 
YPHS donation has been spent 
on a geophysical survey of the 
cemetery. 
 
Honorary YPHS President Father 
Leo Burns received the Jean 
Hibbert Award at the Annual 
General Meeting of the Etobicoke 
Historical Society on September 
27th, 2014. 

Kayoko Smith points out to John Marshall where hops will come 
up in the settler’s garden, and plans for a trellis to be built to 
support them.  The Cabin will be participating in Doors Open 
Toronto on May 23rd and 24th, 2015.  Photo: David Raymont 

 

      

Correction 
 

Your Society Needs You 
 
In the “In Memoriam” item in the 
December 2014 Update, we 
mistakenly wrote that long-time 
member and generous donor, 
Ronald MacFeeters, died two days 
before his 100th birthday. 
 
Mr. MacFeeters suffered a fall on 
November 19, two days before his 
100th birthday, and died on 
December 7.  He is survived by two 
daughters, five grandchildren and 
several other family members.  
 
The family received friends at The 
Granite Club on December 15; 
YPHS board member Patricia 
Robertson attended on behalf of 
the Society. 

  
Membership:  Have you renewed your membership for 2015?  
Renew and receive your copy of The York Pioneer 2015 in May. 
 
Volunteers Needed:  The membership committee needs three to 
five volunteers to help with phoning members who do not have 
email to advise them of upcoming events and volunteer 
opportunities.  This would involve approximately ten phone 
calls a few times a year.  The membership committee will also 
be developing and implementing an outreach plan to promote 
and sustain membership in the York Pioneers, and volunteer 
involvement would include a planning meeting and 
participation in any outreach events.  Interested members can 
contact Membership Chair Stephanie Lever at (416) 654-5740 or 
salever1@rogers.com.  
 
Vice-President: Please consider volunteering to serve as YPHS 
Vice-President on the 2015 executive.  For information on the 
position, please contact the current President, David Raymont, 
at (416) 656-2954. 
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Social Media 
 
The YPHS has undertaken a new social media initiative, spearheaded by Corresponding Secretary Nick 
Burton.  The expanded online presence will serve to attract new members and inform both the public and 
the membership regarding upcoming events at the storied history of the YPHS. 
 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/yorkpioneers 
 

Twitter:  https://twitter.com/YorkPioneers 
 

Instagram:  https://instagram.com/york_pioneers 
 
Suggestions for photographs and information that can be posted on the accounts can be forwarded to 
Nick at nickburton@live.ca.  

     

 

 

Save the Date 
 

June 14th, 2015 
 

A special day in Sharon 
will include visits to the 
historic Sharon Burying 

Ground and Sharon 
Temple Museum. 

 
Details to Follow by Email and 

Telephone 

Stephanie Thomas at the celebration of the 181st 
birthday of the City of Toronto, held at the 
historic St. Lawrence Hall on March 6th, 2015.  
The highlight of the evening was the presentation 
of the play ‘The Postman’ by the Town of York 
Historical Society, which chronicles the story of 
the first African-Canadian postman, Albert 
Jackson.  Stephanie was the winner of a raffle 
among YPHS members for two free tickets to the 
performance. 

 

 
 
 

The YPHS gratefully acknowledges the financial support of the Government of 

Ontario through the Ministry of Tourism, Culture, and Sport. 
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